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Joshua #2   02 16 

3:5   Consecrate yourselves 

Our memory verse for this season:  Joshua 1:9      Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
terrified; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be 
with you wherever you go.”  

It is going to take strength, steps of courage, steps of faith to 
go into the future God has for us – in our lives with freedom, 
healing, provision – and in our families and community who 
need the Lord and His help.  There are enemies and barriers to 
this and we called to be strong and courageous to walk with the 
Lord – who has promised to go with us wherever we go. 

The Israelites had to go  - cross the Jordon and enter the land.  
After the Lord spoke to Joshua, Joshua tells the people to get 
ready – in three days they will go in. 

Read Joshua 3:1-5      Early in the morning Joshua and all the 
Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where 
they camped before crossing over. [2] After three days the 
officers went throughout the camp, [3] giving orders to the 
people: “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD 
your God, and the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are 
to move out from your positions and follow it. [4] Then you will 
know which way to go, since you have never been this way 
before. But keep a distance of about a thousand yards * 
between you and the ark; do not go near it.”  
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[5] Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you.”  

They were told to prepare for this move of God.  SO do we.  We 
need the Lord and need Him desperately.  Consecrate 
yourselves. 

Consecrate 

qudas:  to set apart, to separate from the ordinary or profane, 
to be set aside for service.   

As an act of preparation before God people, priests and soldiers 
would consecrate themselves before special events or battles. 

Cleanse their bodies and clothes with washing, the sprinkling of 
blood, anoint with oil and abstain from normal pleasures such 
as food and marital rights to focus themselves and set 
themselves right before God. 

Consecration means dedicating ourselves afresh to the Lord 
and His work. 

Washing speaks of putting aside impure things, letting the 
Word of God call us again to His ways.  Life has a way of getting 
us dirty.  Examine yourselves…return to first love. 

The sprinkling of blood speaks of asking for forgiveness and 
accepting forgiveness as we ask and receive the blood of Christ. 
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The anointing oil speaks of the help and power of the Holy 
Spirit as we invite Him to work in our lives. 

Abstaining from food and marital rights helps us focus and 
humble ourselves before the Lord – he gives grace to the 
humble.  He is our most important relationship and His Word is 
what sustains us.  “Man does not live by bread alone but by 
every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.” 

As we consecrate ourselves, in our time of fasting and prayer all 
of these things will be happening as we focus our hearts and 
minds on Jesus and look to Him for his power and amazing 
things. 

Preparing for a visit 

If you had a letter from the Royal family – the duke and 
duchess of Kent were coming to visit  - you might clean up a bit!  
Clean the house, weed the garden, find your best outfit, 
shave… 

[5] Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you.”  

This is what men and women of God have done through the 
ages as they sought God for the fulfilment of His promises: 

Daniel and his friends in Babylon – fasted and prayed as they 
asked God for the Kings dream and the interpretation of it. 
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Esther and the Jews fasted and prayed as they faced 
destruction by the wicked Haman. 

Nehemiah fasted and prayed as He sought the favour of the 
King for protection and provision to fulfil the promised 
rebuilding of Jerusalem. 

Paul and the church leaders fasted and prayed for direction to 
obey Gods directive to take the Gospel to the ends of the earth 
in missions. 

Even our Lord Jesus fasted and prayed as he got ready for his 
time of ministry and from that time He returned in the power 
of the Spirit!   

And what happened? 

 Daniel received the dream and interpretation – going to be the 
chief advisor to the King. 

Esther was granted favour and found a way to save her people 
from the consequences of an immutable evil law. 

Nehemiah got what he needed to begin the rebuilding of 
Jerusalem. 

The early church sent the right people to open continents to 
the gospel. 

We’re going to see that to these consecrated people God did 
do amazing things – the flooded Jordan piled up in a heap to 
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allow them to cross, the impregnable fortress of Jericho 
imploded, battles were won, enemies were subdued and they 
were able to enter in to the land flowing with milk and honey. 

We have these same needs and desires. 

As we begin this new year, let’s consecrate ourselves in 5 days 
of prayer and fasting.  From Tuesday to Sunday morning. 

How you fast is up to you: 

- A complete fast, meal a day, a vegetable fast, a 
bread fast, a liquid fast, a media fast 

- One day, 2 days or the whole period 
- Use the fasting meal or space to sit before the Lord, 

read His word, talk to Him, listen to Him and commit 
yourselves to Him. 

- The power of Commitment – much easier to follow 
through when we decide in advance. 

- Commitment forms to fill 
- Prayer meeting at Partridges on Tuesday night. 

As we do this together I know that we’ll see amazing things 
amongst us. 

- Clarity of vision and fresh passion 
- Answers to prayers for loved ones 
- Healing and breakthrough in personal issues 
- The pushing back and defeat of demonic 

strongholds 
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- New strength and courage to step out and God 
working in our midst and communities. 

 

 

  

 


