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Joshua #3  3:1-17 

Crossing the Jordon 
We’re looking at Joshua because it’s the story of a new 
beginning, the entry into the promised land.  They had spent 40 
years in the desert, learning the ways of God, transforming 
from a group of tribes in to a nation. We met with a couple of 
pastors this week and they were telling us that the Lord had 
been speaking to them about this year being on of fruitfulness, 
of new things – just like us! 

Although this new nation had a promised destination and a 
promise of Gods help, indeed His very presence with them, 
they were being called to step up to the challenges it 
presented. 

“Be strong and courageous, don’t be afraid or dismayed, for the 
Lord your God will be with you wherever you go,” 

Indeed they were to consecrate themselves, set themselves 
apart to God as chosen servants for the Lord would do amazing 
things among them.  And we have – our week of prayer and 
fasting – and we’re expecting! 

Read Joshua 3:1-17 

[3:1] Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out 
from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped 
before crossing over. [2] After three days the officers went 
throughout the camp, [3] giving orders to the people: “When 
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you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the 
priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from 
your positions and follow it. [4] Then you will know which way 
to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a 
distance of about a thousand yards * between you and the ark; 
do not go near it.”  

[5] Joshua told the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you.”  

[6] Joshua said to the priests, “Take up the ark of the covenant 
and pass on ahead of the people.” So they took it up and went 
ahead of them.  

[7] And the LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you 
in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as 
I was with Moses. [8] Tell the priests who carry the ark of the 
covenant: ‘When you reach the edge of the Jordan's waters, 
go and stand in the river.'”  

[9] Joshua said to the Israelites, “Come here and listen to the 
words of the LORD your God. [10] This is how you will know that 
the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out 
before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, 
Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. [11] See, the ark of the 
covenant of the Lord of all the earth will go into the Jordan 
ahead of you. [12] Now then, choose twelve men from the 
tribes of Israel, one from each tribe. [13] And as soon as the 
priests who carry the ark of the LORD—the Lord of all the 
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earth—set foot in the Jordan, its waters flowing downstream 
will be cut off and stand up in a heap.”  

[14] So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the 
priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 
[15] Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as 
soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and 
their feet touched the water's edge, [16] the water from 
upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance 
away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while 
the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea 
*) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite 
Jericho. [17] The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of 
the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, 
while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed 
the crossing on dry ground.  

Things I noticed: 

1.  Everyone was called to go  v1 all the Israelites set 
out…they were all called to consecrate themselves  v5 
Each one of us to be strong and courageous, 
Each one to consecrate ourselves 
The blessings of the promised land was for all of them- 
and as we learn from AI … 
 

2. They were to follow the ark of the covenant - follow it. 
[4] Then you will know which way to go, since you have never 
been this way before. 

a. Lead by the Spirit of the Lord 
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b. Our oversight retreat – awesome team, unity 
commands a blessing and sense of going together.  
Listening to God and each other to confirm our 
direction 
 

3. The priests had to go ahead, leading by 1000 yards – nearly 
1km ahead 

a. Unarmed 
b. Religious procession rather than a war party 
c. Gods presence was going before them, just as he had 

while in the desert. 
d. Maybe you almost can't see God’s presence – he is 

do far AHEAD OF YOU!   
e. Our AG MISSIONS vision- using regions, 4 years 

earlier… 
 

4. They had to move first: When you reach the edge of the 
Jordan's waters, go and stand in the river.'” 

a. Video clip of he Jordon in flood – my flood? 
b. Faith required – be strong and courageous!! 
c. Others where faith sparked amazing things? 
d. Peter put out the net 
e. A boy gave his lunch 
f. Fish for Peters tax 
g. A widow who got jars 
h. I will be with you wherever you go… 

 
5. Obedience a prerequisite for miracles: [15] …Yet as soon 

as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and 
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their feet touched the water's edge, [16] the water from 
upstream stopped flowing. 

a.  
6. Obedience to a promise 

a. They had seen Gods promises realised before – food 
and water, clothing not wearing out – the fire and 
the cloud… 

b. So have some of you! 
 

7. God made the waters stand up – he makes a way in His 
way- not wind like last time 
 

8. Making the prophetic a reality 
a. To realise your call you must put feet to it – start 

the journey 
b. Illsn:  play music / sing – get lessons! 
c. Share the word – study, begin to help 

somewhere 
d. Things we need to CHANGE to bring more 

fruitfulness… 
e. This year, step into the water… 

 
9. Prayer for Healing this morning 

 
10. God of Miracles 


