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Jesus, Our Redeemer 
 
Everywhere I’ve been I heard pastors talking of this new 
season, a new era, and they’ve been sharing from the book of 
Joshua!  The same verses, the same challenges!  One of those 
was memorials – the 12 stones from the middle of the Jordon.  
In Richmond last week I shared on the memorial we all carry – 
our God story of when He did amazing things in our lives.  Your 
story can cause people to look to Jesus. 
Next week is Easter:  we hold a memorial service to remind 
ourselves and tell our kids of what the Lord did – and that He 
isn’t dead but is alive and lives forever – and because He lives, 
we will too.  Easter reminds us that it is true – there is eternal 
life with God. 
 
The Easter triumph begins with a terrible cost:  the torture, 
crucifixion and death of Jesus on what we call Good Friday.  It 
was not good for our Lord Jesus, it is only called good because 
of what it accomplished for us. A day of sorrow as we 
remember what it cost our Lord who willingly endured the 
cross. 
 
Video Clip from the Gospel of John 19 ff (7.30m) 
Ps 22 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so 
far from saving me, so far from the words of my groaning?  

[7] All who see me mock me; they hurl insults, shaking their 
heads: “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him. Let him 
deliver him, since he delights in him.”  
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[14] I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of 
joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within 
me.  

[15] My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue 
sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me * in the dust of 
death. [16] Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has 
encircled me, they have pierced * my hands and my feet.  

[17] I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me.  

[18] They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my 
clothing.  

Why would the Son of God allow himself to be tortured in such 
a manner and to feel so forsaken that he died from heart 
failure?   
  

Psalm 22:[27] All the ends of the earth will remember and turn 
to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will bow down 
before him, [28] for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules 
over the nations.  

[29] All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go 
down to the dust will kneel before him— those who cannot 
keep themselves alive. [30] Posterity will serve him; future 
generations will be told about the Lord. [31] They will proclaim 
his righteousness to a people yet unborn— for he has done it.  
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It was for love.  Love for us.  Romans 5:6-8   You see, at just the 
right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly. [7] Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, 
though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.   
But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we 
were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

 We don’t like to talk much about this – as if Jesus came down 
from Heaven to give us a better life-style.  No, He came to save 
us from death!  His sacrifice for our sin. 
 
Bill Hybells and businessman:   
“You are always talking about us being sinners but I don’t 
consider myself being a sinner.” 
“Have you always been faithful to your wife?”  Well, I travel a 
lot, you know... 
“Do you ever fudge you expense account?”  Everybody 
stretches the truth a bit… 
“Do you ever exaggerate or make claims you don’t live up to?”  
Well. Bill, that’s industry standard. 
“Well you’ve just admitted to me that you’re an adulterer, a 
cheat and a liar!” 
 
That’s everyone’s problem:  we’ve all stretched the truth, been 
light-fingered, hurt people with our words and actions, 
dishonoured God by our thoughts and words – sometime! 
 
When we break the laws of God, even just a little, we come 
under a curse, a curse that leads to ultimate death. 
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Galatians 3:13     Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone 
who is hung on a tree.” * [14] He   us in order that the blessing 
given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ 
Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the 
Spirit.  

Jesus redeemed us – He is our redeemer 
 Redeem= to buy back, to gain or regain something in exchange 
for payment, 
 
The story of a person who had to buy his own thing he 
created... 
Once a dad gave his son a gift on his birthday. It was a do-it-
yourself little boat. The young boy spent many hours building it 
into a beautiful little sailboat, crafting it down to the finest 
detail. He then took it to a nearby river to sail it. He played with 
it each day after school. One day, when he put it in the water to 
play, an unexpected wind moved it away from him very quickly. 
Though he chased it along the bank, he couldn't keep up with 
it. The strong wind and current carried the boat far away. The 
heartbroken boy knew how hard he would have to work to 
build another sailboat. 
Farther down the river, a man found the little boat, took it to 
town, and sold it to a shopkeeper. Few days later, as the boy 
was walking through town, he noticed a boat in a store 
window. When he went near, it looked exactly like his lost boat. 
Entering the store, looking at it closely, he told the owner that 
the boat belonged to him. It had his own little marks on it, but 
he couldn't prove to the shopkeeper that the boat was his. The 
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man told him the only way he could get the boat was to buy it. 
The boy wanted it back so badly that he did exactly that. As he 
took the boat from the hand of the shopkeeper, he looked at it 
and said, 
"Little boat, now you're twice mine! Once I made you and 
now I bought you." 
In the same way, we all are like this little boat. God created us, 
fearfully and wonderfully by His hand. But we sinned against 
God and lost our way into Satan’s authority. But God was ready 
to take us back by paying a ransom with His only Son’s blood.  
 

1 Timothy 2:5-6     [5] For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, [6] who gave 
himself as a ransom for all men—the testimony given in its 
proper time. 

Communion 

1 Peter 1:18     For you know that it was not with perishable 
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the 
empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, 
[19] but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without 
blemish or defect. [20] He was chosen before the creation of the 
world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. 
[21] Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the 
dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God.  
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So He sent His only Son, Jesus, to earth to shed His precious 
blood to pay the penalty of our sins, to die to redeem us and 
reunite us with Him. 

Matthew 26:26     While they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
“Take and eat; this is my body.”  

[27] Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you. [28] This is my blood of the * 
covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 
sins.  

 

Communion song:  This is amazing grace 

 

 


