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Gungho at Jericho  - Joshua 6 

Joshua 5:13     As Joshua approached the city of Jericho, he 
looked up and saw a man facing him with sword in hand. 
Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you friend or foe?” 
[14] “Neither one,” he replied. “I am commander of the LORD's 
army.” At this, Joshua fell with his face to the ground in 
reverence. “I am at your command,” Joshua said. “What do you 
want your servant to do?” [15] The commander of the LORD's 
army replied, “Take off your sandals, for this is holy ground.” 
And Joshua did as he was told.  

Joshua 6  

The Fall of Jericho  

[6:1] Now the gates of Jericho were tightly shut because the 
people were afraid of the Israelites. No one was allowed to go 
in or out. [2] But the LORD said to Joshua, “I have given you 
Jericho, its king, and all its mighty warriors. [3] Your entire army 
is to march around the city once a day for six days. [4] Seven 
priests will walk ahead of the Ark, each carrying a ram's horn. 
On the seventh day you are to march around the city seven 
times, with the priests blowing the horns. [5] When you hear 
the priests give one long blast on the horns, have all the people 
give a mighty shout. Then the walls of the city will collapse, and 
the people can charge straight into the city.”  

[6] So Joshua called together the priests and said, “Take up the 
Ark of the Covenant, and assign seven priests to walk in front of 



2 
 

it, each carrying a ram's horn.” [7] Then he gave orders to the 
people: “March around the city, and the armed men will lead 
the way in front of the Ark of the LORD.” 

[15] On the seventh day the Israelites got up at dawn and 
marched around the city as they had done before. But this time 
they went around the city seven times. [16] The seventh time 
around, as the priests sounded the long blast on their horns, 
Joshua commanded the people, “Shout! For the LORD has given 
you the city! [17] The city and everything in it must be 
completely destroyed * as an offering to the LORD. Only Rahab 
the prostitute and the others in her house will be spared, for she 
protected our spies. [18] Do not take any of the things set apart 
for destruction, or you yourselves will be completely destroyed, 
and you will bring trouble on all Israel. [19] Everything made 
from silver, gold, bronze, or iron is sacred to the LORD and must 
be brought into his treasury.”  

[20] When the people heard the sound of the horns, they 
shouted as loud as they could. Suddenly, the walls of Jericho 
collapsed, and the Israelites charged straight into the city from 
every side and captured it. [21] They completely destroyed 
everything in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep, 
donkeys—everything.  

[22] Then Joshua said to the two spies, “Keep your promise. Go 
to the prostitute's house and bring her out, along with all her 
family.”  
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[23] The young men went in and brought out Rahab, her father, 
mother, brothers, and all the other relatives who were with her. 
They moved her whole family to a safe place near the camp of 
Israel.  

[24] Then the Israelites burned the city and everything in it. Only 
the things made from silver, gold, bronze, or iron were kept for 
the treasury of the LORD's house. [25] So Joshua spared Rahab 
the prostitute and her relatives who were with her in the house, 
because she had hidden the spies Joshua sent to Jericho. And 
she lives among the Israelites to this day.  

 

About all that killing… 

The book of Joshua concerns a ‘Yahweh War’ where there are 
military victories God wins over His enemies in which the 
Israelites participate.  It seems to be a sacred act – ritual purity 
of Israel with consecration, circumcision and celebrating the 
Passover – and God’s supernaturally intervention.   

 The second concept concerns ‘HEREM – to devote to 
destruction.  Important to note it’s limitations: 

- God initiated it, not Joshua 
- Limited to a Specific time and place = only here in 

the conquest of Canaan where God said they would 
have corrupted Israel:  Deut 20:18 

- Never glorified, never given as an example 
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- There were exceptions – Rahab and the Gibeonites – 
who both accepted the Israel’s God as the new 
power in the land 

3 Realites 

1.  God is a God of Justice – evil will be punished.  Both 
the OT and the NT agree on this: 

a. The Psalmist – evil doers will face divine 
destruction:  Ps 14:6, 125:5 

b. Prophets foretell this will happen to nations – 
and even Israel- where evil is rampant:  isa 
13;11, Jeremiah 7:12-15 

c. Jesus said the Pharisees would face eternal 
condemnation for their evil:  Mt 23:33 

d. The Great White Throne – Revelation 20:11-15 – 
tells of the separation to destruction of those 
who reject Him.  There are similarities between 
the imagery of The promised land being 
cleansed with no evil in it and the world to come 
at the return of Christ where there will be no 
wickedness inside the Holy City. 

e. God has brought divine destruction before:  in 
the days of Noah and Sodom and Gomorrah 
destruction came because of wickedness. 
Genesis 5,  2 Peter 2:5 

f.   Gods promise to Abraham ; Genesis 15:16.   
The sins of the Amorites had not reached full 
measure   
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2. We may never feel comfortable with this part of 

Joshua.  We are separated by 3000 years of culture  
where the ancient and modern worlds are totally 
different. We would all be disturbed by someone who 
rejoices over someone’s disaster or destruction, saying, 
“Good job, they are getting what they deserve!’ 
Jesus teachings and the presence of His Spirt has 
changed us.  There is no ‘Joshua option’ for violence 
done in Jesus name. No matter what the provocation – 
be it wicked governments, mobs of people or 
individuals.   
 

3. God is sovereign:  He owns everything and He does 
what He chooses.  Ps 24:1- 2  ‘The earth is the Lords, 
and everything in it, the world and all who live in it.  For 
he founded it upon the seas and established it upon the 
waters.’ 
- One thing we do see is that there was room for 

those who turned to God – Rahab and her family, 
and the Gibeonites who tricked their way to 
avoiding annihilation. 

- Our problem is not that the soldiers of the 
Canaanite kings perished when they attacked Israel 
– it’s the women and children who perished too.  

- Death is not the end.  1 Peter 3;19-20 talks of Jesus 
preaching to the spirits of the disobedient  who 
perished in the days of Noah 
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- ‘Will not the Lord of all the earth do right? Genesis 
18:25 

- Handout from the NIV commentary 

  

Breaking Strongholds 

This is a story of breaking down of a stronghold that would 
have been a thorn in the side of the Israelites when they 
occupied their inheritance.  Jericho, a walled city, well able to 
withstand sieges with tall reinforced walls, plenty of food (the 
harvest was in) and a good water supply.  Our reading begins 
with Joshua looking at the city and wondering what to do. 

There the Lord meets with him – Joshua finds out that the Lord 
is not on HIS side but that we are to be on the LORDS side!  He 
gives the orders and we obey.  Trust and Obey…  We also see 
that the Lord wants Israel to live in freedom in this new land 
and not to have the shadow of a lurking enemy.  Here is the 
story of God working with His people to allow them to live in 
freedom.  Strongholds must come down! 

You and I are not called to a Holy war where we take up arms 
against those who reject Him.  But we are called to war against 
strongholds of the enemy in our lives. 

2 Corinthians 10:3-5     For though we live in the world, we do 
not wage war as the world does.  The weapons we fight with 
are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have 
divine power to demolish strongholds.  We demolish arguments 
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and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge 
of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient 
to Christ.  

They are devilish arguments and pretensions or ideas that live 
in our minds – destructive ideas that damage our relationships, 
limit our creativity and bring bondage into our lives.  They 
affect our thinking – about ourselves, about God and about the 
people around us.  These ideas sabotage our lives. 

We all have them: 

- Poor self image 
- Nagging thoughts of worry 
- Fear  
- Unforgiveness 
- Anger 
- Doubts 
- Suspicions (no time today as to where they entered) 

Each of them are caused by thinking based on lies.  Often we 
have trouble controlling our actions because we have trouble 
controlling our thoughts.  We can see the impact these 
destructive thoughts – and hence actions – and we can try 
REAL hard to change the way we act but we just seem to 
default again and again. We’ve got to renew our minds! 

But not all is lost – just like Jericho, the walls can come 
tumbling down – as we too have Gods’ divine power to 
demolish them.   
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1. Recognise your enemy:  just as Joshua realised they had 
a battle on their hands so must we.   When we realise 
that something is wrong, that we seem to battling over 
and over with something – it’s not just the person, the 
situation or even the temptation – we’re believing a lie.. 
In Christ we have peace and joy – when they are missing 
we see the evil voice of Satan who is feeding us lies. 

2. Remember who we belong to:  Joshua fell on his face in 
worship when he recognised who he was talking with – 
the commander of the Lords Armies.  He had given him 
a promise of victory and had all power and authority to 
bring it about.   Joshua’s response was to submit himself 
to God.  Christianity is not a self improvement society! 

 James 4:7      Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you.  

In submitting to God we open our hearts to hear His voice.  

3. Bring the Presence of God in to your mind: Just as 
Joshua circled Jericho with the Ark –signifying the divine 
presence of God – we bring Gods presence into our 
minds by His WORD .  Resist the Devil.  How did Jesus 
resist the devil?  He brought the truth of Gods Word 
into it – he spoke it out.   
And so do we! 
Illsn:  I’m the worrist person you ever saw! 
- Hoarded food as a little kid – subconsciously worried 
- Family photo – the worried one 
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- Worried about what people thought of me, worried 
about failing, worried about everything! 

- So, wouldn’t try things in case I failed, closed myself 
off in own world cos it was safer, and had to keep up 
the front of being the tough guy so was a bully 

- When I became a follower of Jesus – this stronghold 
became so apparent:  

Scriptures:  2 Timothy 1:7     For God did not give us a spirit of 
timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.  

1 John 4:18     There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives 
out fear,  

Matthew 6:33  seek first… 

I would say them.  Not chase out darkness but bring in light 

I would pray them. 

Persistence:  I would keep on doing this – just as the Israelites 
continued around Jericho for the 7 days so we can continue to 
wage war with the Weapons of our warfare which are mighty 
through God to pull down strongholds.   

Illsn:  The War Room in our small groups next week. 

Team:  Just as the Israelites went out together – so we fight 
best in a team:  We need each others prayers and 
encouragement – scriptures shared. 
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Illsn:  My small group changed my life in that first year as I 
began to work through so many destructive habits in my life – 
unclean thoughts, anger, fear,   We don’t have to do this alone. 

God wants us to live in freedom – to be the people He’s made 
us to be.  Just as He spoke to Joshua and told him the way 
forward, God will speak to you about the strongholds in your 
life – and provide his power to set you free.  As the family of 
God here in this place we also want to support and help you. 

Let this year be a year be the end of Jericho! 

Holy spirit 


