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Mark 1:14-19   The call to discipleship 

Last week we looked at Jesus baptism and the wonderful things 
that happened to Him – the heavens rent open, the Holy Spirit 
coming down and remaining of Jesus and the wonderful words 
of affirmation from His father.  We saw the ramifications for us 
–we too have open access to God and He is looking over us 
from that open Heaven; the Holy Spirit that empowered Jesus 
to please God has been given to us and remains on us  and the 
words, “You are my son / daughter whom I love, with you I am 
well pleased.” are words the Lord speaks to each of us when 
we come to Him and accept Him as our father through Jesus 
Christ. 

God doesn’t just chose us to be his children, holy and dearly 
loved – but he also has a plan for our lives.  Finding the Lord is 
just the start of a new life of adventure – and that adventure 
begins with following Jesus! 

Read Mark 1:14-19 

 After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 
proclaiming the good news of God. [15] “The time has come,” 
he said. “The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the 
good news!”  [16] As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, he 
saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, 
for they were fishermen. [17] “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, 
“and I will make you fishers of men.” [18] At once they left their 
nets and followed him. [19] When he had gone a little farther, 
he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, 
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preparing their nets. [20] Without delay he called them, and 
they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men 
and followed him.  

In typical Markian style he cuts to the chase – no preliminaries 
– Jesus calls us to repent and believe the Good news – and then 
promptly shows the call to discipleship. 

We know this was no random encounter: We know from the 
other Gospels that God was already working in these mens lives 
– Peter and his brother Andrew were among those devout Jews 
who were hungering and looking for the Messiah.   John 1:35-
42 – Andrew, one of the disciples of John the Baptist, meets 
Jesus and introduces Peter to Him.  It would seem that Peter, 
Andrew, James and John had repented, were baptised and  
believed the news that Jesus was the messiah.   Luke tells us 
that Peter and his fishing partners were just back from a nights 
fishing- unsuccessful – when Jesus asks Peter to let him use his 
boat as a preaching point.  Afterward Jesus gives them a 
miraculous catch of fish – and Peter has a fresh revelation of his 
need for the Lord.  They have meet and know the Lord. 

It is at this time that Jesus calls these men: 

“Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of men.” 

This is a call to discipleship – and it is so different from what 
had gone before.  They were called to follow a person who 
would give them purpose.   

The Person 
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You see Rabbi’s had disciples – normally a person would ask to 
follow the Rabbi and the Rabbi’s task was to teach his disciples 
what he knew.  All that he knew about the scriptures he would 
share.  He would share information would inspire them 

Here Jesus, the Rabbi, invites them to follow him!  Jesus said, 
“Come, follow ME.”   His invitation was much more.  His call to 
discipleship would consist not only of information but imitation 
and impartation .  It is information,imitation and impartation 
that brings transformation! 

They were to be with Him.  They weren’t just following a set of 
religious rules and regulations, not just a way of life, they were 
to be with Him, to follow His example and to imitate Him until 
they would become like Jesus – in person and purpose. 

The rich young man in Mark 10:17-31 – even he knew that 
following God was more than rules – he’s kept the ‘doing 
commandments’ -  [19] You know the commandments: ‘Do not 
murder, do not commit adultery, do not steal, do not give false 
testimony, do not defraud, honor your father and mother. *'”  

But he had lost the part about being with God – Putting God 
first, honouring who God was and making space in his life for a 
relationship with God – He’d let things and money become 
more important so much so that when Jesus – who loved him – 
invited him to become one of his disciples – “Come, follow me” 
– he would’t. 
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Jesus doesn’t call us to follow rules – He calls us to be with 
Him. 

He calls us to be in community with Him and His people, the 
other disciples.  We come into His kingdom when we follow 
Him.   

Illsn:  Christ found me while farming and far from any church.  
But when I met Him and committed my life to follow you Him I 
started going to church and attending a small group.  It was 
there that I learned about Jesus, learned from His example in 
the teaching, learned from the example of His disciples.  I 
learned to follow Jesus by following their example:  The 
Apostle Paul said to the church at Corinth:  [11:1] Follow my 
example, as I follow the example of Christ.  

That’s how discipleship works.  

Acts 4:13      When they saw the courage of Peter and John and 
realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were 
astonished and they took note that these men had been with 
Jesus.  

 Paul discipled Timothy – who was with him, learned from him, 
travelled with him, worked alongside him and then was 
released to take on people for himself to disciple. 

2 Timothy 3:10    You, however, know all about my teaching, 
my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance,  
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[14] But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have 
become convinced of, because you know those from whom you 
learned it,  

 

To the Philippians who he led to the Lord and shared his life 
with:     Whatever you have learned or received or heard from 
me, or seen in me—put it into practice. And the God of peace 
will be with you. (Php 4:9) 

How does that work for us? 

The Lord sends people into our lives, pastors and leaders, 
mature Christians whowork and worship alongside us and who 
share their lives with us, those who lead our small groups and 
teach us and show us and encourage us to follow the person of 
Jesus and to find our purpose in life.   That’s why here at 
Connect Church being a part of a small group is so important 
to our purpose.  We find our potential in community.  In our 
small groups we are trying to build community where the ‘one 
another’s ‘ happen -  where we can know each other better 
and learn together  - not just through information or teaching, 
but through example and imitation and impartation where we 
become more like Jesus in character and purpose.  We are 
discipled in community. 

Purpose:  we are disciple for a purpose! 

Jesus said to them,  “And I will make you fishers of men.” 
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“I will make you…”    

His call comes with a promise – He is going to personally work 
with them to transform them into what the Creator God has in 
mind for them.  The Lord was giving  them new purpose.  We 
can trust that as we allow Jesus to teach and guide us He will 
enable us to be used by Him.  Here at Connect Church we use 
three words to describe what we want to do: connect, grow 
and serve.  

God is at work in outlives to shape us :  Romans 8:28-30   And 
we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, * who * have been called according to his purpose. 
[29] For those God foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers. [30] And those he predestined, 
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he 
justified, he also glorified.  

Nothing is ever wasted in our lives – He uniquely fashions us to 
be the right kind of fishers in our lakes. 

I used to feel such pressure and guilt to be a ‘fisher of men’ – 
trying to be like other people - striving and then beating myself 
up when I sucked at it.  Now I listen to Him, allow Him to help 
me. 

“Fishers of men!” 

How wonderful that he would use this picture to fishermen 
who had just scored the catch of their lives – at his command! 
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They knew all about fishing – it was their life!  But there is more 
to life than fishing! 

  Another image Jesus uses to call us to our purpose is in John 
15:16      You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed 
you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last.  

Fish, fruit, fields white to harvest – our purpose is to make 
Jesus known to PEOPLE ( the only things that go into eternity) 
and help them follow Jesus too.  We find our God given gifts 
and passion to serve Him, bringing glory to Him and causing 
people to look to Jesus.   

Matthew 28:18-20      Then Jesus came to them and said, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in * the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 
end of the age.”  

I just love the way the scriptures tell of these guys response:  at 
once they left everything and followed Him.  They couldn’t wait 
to be with Jesus and to follow him alongside their brothers.   

The Lord Jesus called me to follow him long before Margie and I 
left our cows to become shepherds, shepherds of Gods people.  
Our adventure began with simply deciding to respond to His 
call to follow Him which included our commitment to Christian 
community in our local church.  It was there that we learned to 
serve The Lord with our talents and gifts- helping build the 
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church, playing music, helping in Bible in Schools, helping my 
neighbours on their farms or properties and looking for 
opportunities to share my faith.  Long before we felt Him call us 
to this kind of service we were serving Him.    And so it is with 
each of you. 

We are all called to follow Jesus full time – as carers  of 
children, builders, sales people, tradesmen or nurses- and 
some God will ask to care for his people as pastors or to serve 
as missionaries.  The Kalins  going to Japan 

The Lord calls each of us to follow Him, that we might be with 
Him and become equipped to serve him, to bear fruit , fruit 
that will last. We're going to follow the disciples journey as 
recorded by Mark in church and in our small groups.  Our 
prayer is that you will join us on this adventure, in community 
with us, here on Sunday's and in our mid week groups where 
we can connect, grow and learn to serve. 

Challenge:  Have you responded to Jesus?  That's where it 
begins. 

Song. 
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