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Mark 2:1-12, 13-17 

The Power of Partnership 

As we’ve been going through the Gospel of Mark we’ve been 

looking at the call to discipleship – what does it look like to be a 

disciple of Jesus?  Last week we saw the power of prayer in the 

life of Jesus – in his time alone with God He found protection 

from temptation, guidance into the future and the power to 

obey what he was being asked to do.  It’s the same for each of 

us.  We’ve looked at the call to be ‘fishers of men’ and in 

todays readings we’re going to see this in action by the 

disciples.  Although at first glance…. 

Read Mark 2:1-12 

[2:1] A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, 
the people heard that he had come home. [2] So many gathered 
that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he 
preached the word to them. [3] Some men came, bringing to 
him a paralytic, carried by four of them. [4] Since they could not 
get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in 
the roof above Jesus and, after digging through it, lowered the 
mat the paralyzed man was lying on. [5] When Jesus saw their 
faith, he said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.” 
[6] Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to 
themselves, [7] “Why does this fellow talk like that? He's 
blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 
[8] Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they 
were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are 
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you thinking these things? [9] Which is easier: to say to the 
paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, ‘Get up, take your 
mat and walk'? [10] But that you may know that the Son of 
Man has authority on earth to forgive sins....” He said to the 
paralytic, [11] “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” 
[12] He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them 
all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We 
have never seen anything like this!”  

Here again Mark shows us Jesus, doing what the Father had 
told Him – just back from moving through towns and villages, 
preaching and teaching.  Mark brings our attention to a  man – 
we get no idea of how he came this way – born, accident, 
sickness, mental or physical – but we can see he was unable to 
help himself.  He was stuck.  He was only ever going to meet 
Jesus if someone brought him to Jesus. 

Isn’t it good to have friends and family who care for you?  Mark 
points out that a group of people came bringing this paralysed 
man to Jesus – Some men came, bringing to him a paralytic, 
carried by four of them.   Villagers, family, workmates, a group. 

There is a bit of effort shown here – hard work, sharing the 
load, problem-solving, manual work taking a roof apart, and 
repairing it when they were done.   Putting up with the 
criticism by the home owner and the high-brow teachers of the 
law – who were very important people.  It really mattered to 
them that this guy got to Jesus. 



3 
 

Illsn:  litter with brooms and blanket – health and safety 
briefing! 

And Jesus did set him free – he found forgiveness, he found 
healing, he found the community of family of God (son)  – and 
people were amazed at the goodness and the greatness of God. 

Jesus changes everything.  For this man – and for us too. 

Key verse for us:  v5     When Jesus saw their faith, he said to 
the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”  

Their faith in action released the miracle need for this 
paralysed man.  He couldn’t do anything – Jesus, contrary to 
other places, doesn’t say to the sick person – “What do you 
want of me?” 

He sees the faith of this mans friends – and it moves Him. 

We all have paralysed people in our lives:  maybe not 
physically, but emotionally, spiritually who for whatever reason 
are stuck in their lostness and suffering.   Their condition is such 
they are unable to get to Christ themselves.  Unforgiveness, 
past hurts, substance dependency, wrong beliefs, pride, fear… 
They can't get to Jesus on their own. 

I believe that prayer makes a difference.  And even more when 
we pray together for these dear people. 
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 READ Matthew 18:18-20    “I tell you the truth, whatever you 

bind on earth will be * bound in heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be * loosed in heaven.  

 “Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about 
anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in 
heaven. [20] For where two or three come together in my name, 
there am I with them.”  

Do you think Jesus was kidding when he said that?  No, I don’t 
either!  I believe that when we pray together for our families, 
our friends and workmates The Lord sees our faith and touches 
their hearts and lives with His miraculous power.  WE have the 
power and authority to bind and loose.  

Illsn:  Davey Henderson with Philip – prayers opened his heart. 

Illsn:  My grandmother with Dad and myself – 3 weeks of 
fasting 

There is power in partnership.  We see it in prayer.  How 
about in parties? 

Read 2:14-17 

[13] Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd 
came to him, and he began to teach them. [14] As he walked 
along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax collector's 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and 
followed him. [15] While Jesus was having dinner at Levi's 
house, many tax collectors and “sinners” were eating with him 
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and his disciples, for there were many who followed him. 
[16] When the teachers of the law who were Pharisees saw him 
eating with the “sinners” and tax collectors, they asked his 
disciples: “Why does he eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners'?” 
[17] On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.”  

This passage always gets me, I guess because I identify with 

Levi (Matthew, similar to Simon Peter) 

My dream of being a wealthy lawyer working alongside my 

Stock-broking Grandfather went down the gurgler when Jesus 

called me to follow Him and I became a farmer! 

But what I want to call our attention to today is the party that 

followed.  Levi, all his friends – rather unsavoury characters 

described as tax collectors (seen as quislings and traitors)  

Vidkun Quisling, Norwegian polititian who collaborated with 

the Nazis to rule Norway in the Second WW. 

 “sinners” (which didn’t mean axe-murderers, druggies, criminal 

types  but those the Pharisees considered didn’t live up to their 

standard of doing the right  religious things) along with Jesus 

and his disciples were all eating together. 

Remember that the Pharisees thought that by being with 

unclean people they became unclean – but with Jesus, He 

touched unclean people and they became clean! 
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So here the disciples are -  mixing it up, sharing coffee, pizza, 

and maybe pastries around the table, rubbing shoulders and 

building relationships, telling stories and making acquaintances 

– and maybe even friends!  

Disciples make friends – even friends with sinners!  And they do 

it together!  Once again we see believes working together to 

touch lost people.  Not just in prayer – but at parties! 

Many of you have the gift of hospitality – you like gathering 

people and mixing it up.  Use that gift – but use it with your 

Christian friends -  find opportunities to put on a feed, throw a 

party where some of your Christian friends can meet your non-

christian ones.  Give it the right mix of people – and don’t 

outnumber the ones your trying to reach! 

- Birthday parties 

- Picnics 

-  BBQ with neighbours or workmates 

- House warmings 

- Olympic events – or even the big game! 

You get the idea – join together to pray for your mates, 

then look for an opportunity to get them meet some 

great people who know Jesus too.  Don’t be too 

religious – be a good listener and friend.   

That’s what Jesus disciples did – and it’s what we do 

too!  Remember they were called to be ‘fishers of men’?  

Well, prayer and parties are part of the process. 
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Just remember that to them – mostly – fishing was a 

group exercise.  They did it together – together they 

prepared the nets, threw them out and pulled them in.  

Together they cleaned the catch and bailed out the 

boats in the storms.  Together – in pairs, in groups.  

Together. 

Illsn:  fishing net – a drag net – people on the beach, 

people going out on the deep end, and together pulling 

in the net. 

If the Kingdom of Heaven is to is be full of people, if this 

church is to play its part in helping people find 

forgiveness and healing and a joyous relationship with 

Jesus we’re going to have to fish together. 

Everyone to Hold onto Net 

We will have a catch, just like the disciples in John 

where the net was full of fish yet didn’t break when we 

fish together; 

- Each of you welcome new people when they come 

to church or groups 

- Join with your small group or prayer partners to 

pray for your friends and family 

- Throw a meal or a party together 

Finish:  Pray with someone for someone you are concerned for. 


